John F. Kelley Sr.

May 15, 1958 - December 31, 2020

John F. Kelley Sr., age 62, passed away on Thursday, December 31st, 2020
with his family’s hearts, and souls guiding him to peace. He was born on May
15th, 1958 in Red Bank, NJ. He grew up in West Keansburg, NJ, and he had
attended high school in Hazlet, NJ at Raritan High School where he had
played Football throughout those years. He resided in Union Beach, NJ for
over thirty years. He is pre-deceased by his parents Edward J. Kelley Sr.,
Estelle M. Pickens, his father in law Jay G. Doran, and his brothers Edward J.
Kelley Jr., and Daniel C. Kelley. John is survived by his lifelong soul mate Terri
Lynn Kelley, his son John F. Kelley Jr., his daughters Krystal L. Kelley, and
Stephanie M. Kelley, his daughter in law Ashley N. Kelley, his son in laws
Timothy J. Serafin, and Torey D. Underwood, and is beloved grand children
Adriana J. Kelley, Andraya M. Serafin, Alexa L. Serafin, and Timothy J.
Serafin Jr., and of course his two dogs King, and Reese. He is also survived
by many cousins, and beloved friends who meant the world to him. John had
one of the purest, and kindest hearts, and was a true family man. He was a
loving, yet sometimes annoying husband, father, and friend considering his
jokester personality. He was the best father any child could ask for, and the
ultimate Pop Pop to his grand children. He had spent many years of his life
enduring his love for riding Harley Davidson motorcycles with his beloved
brothers of ESMC, who have always been extended family. He was a truck
driver for many years driving 18 wheel trucks through numerous states. He
then decided to stay closer to home, which is when he began his career with



the Department of Public Works in Union Beach for ten years where he
developed many close friendships. He retired at the age of 54, which he went
on to spend his well deserved free time in his pool during the Summer with his
family, and his Winters in his garage with his wood burning stove on, smoking
a cigar, and watching football games. Each November, he would plan a family
trip to one of his favorite places, Aruba. John always enjoyed planning family
vacations, and making sure that his family had many memories to hold onto
forever. He had to see a smile on everyone’s face, no matter what it took. It
didn’t take much effort for John to make other’s smile, especially with his
constant obnoxious singing, witty jokes and comments, as well as his
prankster antics. John was one of a kind in every way. His height, size, and
look was always deceiving because he had the kindest soul, and was a child
at heart. He was known for making everyone laugh, and his devotion and
loyalty to his family, and friends. John has touched many hearts, and has
impacted every person’s life who had the pleasure of knowing him.

A memorial service is pending.



Previous Events

Memorial Gathering

JAN 23. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Laurel Funeral Home
201 Laurel Avenue
West Keansburg, NJ 07734



Tribute Wall

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
John F. Kelley Sr..

January 22, 2021 at 10:39 PM

Met Danny first at the airport where we both worked, | work for Delta
and Danny was a fueler. He took me up to the club house ESMC in
Bayonne where | met John and some of the Guys. John treated me
like he knew me his whole life. We all had so many good times
together. We also always had each others back. | moved to Fl a
long time ago. when | flew up | Always tried to stop by and see John
and Danny. Even being in Fl we kept InTouch. So many great
memories. Miss them and Loved them both, Brothers forever. RIP

kevin crispin - January 17, 2021 at 09:08 AM

I met John in high school and was immediately drawn to his great
humor and his kind personality. We played football together for a
few years and it was awesome. | became friends with His brother
Dan while working at the airport. John’s humor was one of the many
attributes that made Him who he was. | will miss him for the rest of
my life. My condolences to Terri, Stephanie, Crystal and John jr.

Robert Dickerson - January 06, 2021 at 09:34 PM


https://www.laurelfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.laurelfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My Brother John will be missed | will miss his laugh riding with him
and his joist attitude.
| wish the best to all his family.

mikey Pas - January 06, 2021 at 01:31 PM

Ride On In Peace my Brother, the beautiful obit describes it all. Our
sincere condolences to family. Donna and Ernie, ESMC

Ernie Kiel - January 06, 2021 at 11:16 AM



